Finding Peace, Love, and Joy in Today's World

A FOUR-DAY ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION
FEATURING REV. DR AMY STEELE AND REV. DR. ROGER OWENS

AUGUST 11-15, 2025 CAMP MCDOWELL

In the midst of life's turbulence, imagine finding a sanctuary for your soul-a place to reconnect with God,
rediscover your purpose, and transform chaos into calm. Finding Peace, Love, and Joy in Today's World is an
ecumenical retreat designed for laity and clergy seeking a deeper, more intentional rhythm of prayer, worship,
study, and reflection. This transformative Four-Day Academy offers a path to renewal and resilience, guided by
gifted spiritual leaders. Each day is a sacred journey, filled with profound teachings, restful silence, morning and
evening prayer, Eucharist, and small group conversations. All are welcome to embrace this life-changing

experience. Join us and discover how these four days can empower you to live life with peace, love, and joy!

Rev. Dr. Amy Steele is a gifted theologian, Thurman Scholar, educator, and spiritual leader. With
deep experience in campus ministry, pastoral leadership, and theological education-including
roles as Dean of The Upper Room Chapel and Assistant Dean at Vanderbilt-she brings a rich blend
of scholarship and spiritual insight. A gifted preacher, spiritual director and writer, Dr. Steele’s

engaging presence invites transformation, offering fresh perspectives on faith and formation.

Rev. Dr. L. Roger Owens is a professor of Christian spirituality and ministry at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary and an ordained minister. An accomplished author and speaker, he focuses on spiritual
formation, leadership, and the contemplative life, blending scholarly insight with pastoral sensitivity.
Dr. Owens is widely respected for his thoughtful teaching, engaging storytelling, and commitment to

nurturing deeper faith in both individuals and communities.

Sponsored by The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME),The Alabama-West Florida and North Alabama
Conferences of The United Methodist Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama, this retreat is led by
Agnes Lover, Pat Luna, Celeste Eubanks, Ashley Davis, Emily Penfield, Kevin Carter, Marie King, and Kathy
Norberg. The cost is $770, covering tuition, a single room with a private bath, and three nutritious meals per
day (special dietary options available). Camp McDowell is fully accessible. A $100 non-refundable deposit is

required to secure your spot. Space is limited and will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.
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